
 

 

November 2007 

The White Spire  

Fi rst  Presbyte r ian  Church  

A Progressive Chr is t ian Communi ty  

Dear Friends,  

 

Here are portions of a 

couple of e-mails I have 

received recently:  

 

òI am so pleased to have 

finally found a church 

where I  am free to form 

my own beliefs and in-

terpret the teachings of 

the mystics how I want 

to.ó 

And...  

òThe service today was 

beautiful. Your sermon 

brought me to tears. 

What a lovely church I 

have joined!...I have only 

been at this church for 

six months. I could not 

feel more at home, more 

welcome, and 

I thank you 

and everyone 

in the church 

for that feeling 

of belonging. 

Thank you so 

much, from 

the bottom of 

my heart.ó  

 

I, too, am so pleased to 

have found this congre-

gation.   I am grateful 

for and to each and 

every one of you for 

making this congrega-

tion a place of welcome, 

freedom, service, and 

joy.   

 

We are now in the midst 

of our annual fall stew-

ardship campaign.  You 

will find information 

about it in this  newslet-

ter.   As you know, this 

congregation serves an 

important function.  

Thank you, thank you, 

thank you, for your gen-

erous support in time, 

talent, and treasure!  

John 

From the Pastorõs Computer 

 

Prayer Flags  

First Presbyterian invites you to become a 

part of our fellowship as we worship God and 

serve others in the spirit of Jesus Christ. With 

a commitment to achieving a just and peace-

ful world community, our congregation     

welcomes those of every age, gender, sexual      

orientation, race and ethnic identity.  

FIND US ON -LINE!!  

Web page                     

www.1stpres -eliz.org 

Youth Blog     

www.elizyouth.blogspot.com  

Johnõs blog     
www.shuckandjive.blogspot.com  

Bell Choir rehearsal 

every Wednesday at 

6:15pm.  New ringers 

welcome!  

Chancel Choir re-

hearsal Wednesdays 

at 7:30pm.  New sing-

ers welcome!  



 

 

Presbyterian Bloggers  

This blogging business is catching!   You know about Johnõs blog, Shuck and Jive : www.shuckandjive.blogspot.com  

Here are other First Presby bloggers:  

 

+++++ 

 

Linda Francis at Peace and Unlimited Love : http://tigeroftennesse.blogspot.com   (wonderful poems and artwork 

Linda has created)  

This is from Linda:   My own new blog site for love and peace.... Take a look at it and join me in daily prayers of blessing 
the water of the world for peace.  You know the 100th monkey concept. If I can get 100 people praying daily with me 
blessing water perhaps we will move the world one drip, one sip closer to love and peace... 

 

+++++  

 

Alison Williams Going Outback Tonight : http://goingoutbacktonight.blogspot.com  

 This is what Ali says about it:  

"Hey, guys, I've created a blog to keep track of our time in Australia. Kind of an online journal so that we can keep 

you posted on everything happening. Just log on and check in!   Log on anytime! And leave loads of comments; we 

want to hear from you guys! There is only one post so far, but once we leave, we'll pick up the pace. We leave Octo-

ber 28 and I think we get back just a couple days before Christmas."  

Are you a blogger?  Let John know so he can include you!   

The Bible in 2008  

We are going to read the Bible cover to cover as a congregation in 2008.  To do so, you will need a Bible.  We have pur-

chased 100 Bibles to give away (New Revised Standard Version with the Apocrypha).    To get a Bible, simply complete a 

quiz or donate $10 to our Bible Fund.  

 

Here are the Bible winners so far (let me know if I missed you).   The list is getting longer!!    If you didn't pick up your 

Bible, it is waiting for you in the narthex.   It has your name on the inside cover!   And now, the winners:  

 

Rochelle James                           Marga Harrison                                                                    

Patti Davison     Charles Alley  

Pat Buck     Jackie Pike  

John Nash     Jeanne Kurschner  

Sylvia Lagergren    Gil Bailey  

Beth Hodges     Elizabeth Mason  

Mary O'Keefe     Mary Ellen Morrison  

Linda Sorrell     Kathy Crossley  

Roberta Hissey     Helen Collins  

Debbie Gouge    Pat Humphreys  

Sue Farthing     Buddy Humphreys  

Scott Paffenroth    Paulette Yelton    

Susan Crow     Olive Shuck (yes, even my mom did the quiz!)  

Bill Kirkwood     Susan Allen  

Lee Kirkwood     Bill Plumer  

Cheri Miller     Steven Wagner  

Jim Miller  

Max Harrison  

 

The Bible Cover to Cover!  

http://shuckandjive.blogspot.com/
http://www.shuckandjive.blogspot.com/
http://tigeroftennesse.blogspot.com/
http://tigeroftennesse.blogspot.com/
http://goingoutbacktonight.blogspot.com/
http://goingoutbacktonight.blogspot.com/


 

 

TEN THOUSAND VILLAGES FESTIVAL SALE!!  

Fair trade is a growing worldwide movement and Ten Thousand Villages has been leading this movement for over 60 

years.  We at First Presbyterian Church have been active participants in this worthwhile marketing strategy since the 

early 1990s, and are responsible for tens of thousands of dollars going directly to the Ten Thousand Villages organiza-

tion and the artisans with whom it deals.   

òGreenó and òFair Tradeó are partners in kind with òPeace and Justice.ó  They are inseparable.   When you allow a person, 

or a village, to use traditional skills to earn living wages from materials that they can acquire locally today and tomorrow 

and for the foreseeable future, they are going to ensure that their livelihoods are firmly grounded in ecologically sus-

tainable systems.  

For example, Albert Espin, an artisan and workshop owner near Quito, Ecuador uses tagua nuts to craft beautiful, earth

-friendly jewelry.   His business employs six people who earn fair wages year -round, and he works directly with nut har-

vesters who make twice what they would if they were selling to the middlemen.   Other craftspeople use bamboo, palm 

leaves, wild grasses, and other naturally produced materials, as well as recycled materials like aluminum and newspaper, 

to hand craft a variety of goods that we in this country find unique and beau-

tiful and FUN!  

We can feel good about doing our Christmas shopping at the Ten Thousand 

Villages Festival Sale because we know the money we spend is going to help 

incubator businesses in small developing countries all over the world.   Women 

in these countries are being empowered as they apply for, receive, and pay off 

micro -loans that help them get businesses started that employ many of their 

neighbors.   Small companies are forming to locally produce handicrafts that 

simultaneously preserve age -old traditions and history while giving the rest of 

the world some insight into lesser known and fascinating cultures in the far 

corners of the world.  

Meanwhile, in this country, we are seeing magazines like Natural Home  adver-

tise the new practice of planning green weddings where you can use the Ten 

Thousand Villages registry as a resource for couples who want to go green.   In our own backyard, Dollywood has for four 

years welcomed the Ten Thousand Villages shop at the Festival of Nations.   Additionally, Ten Thousand Villages has 

been ranked by òBetter World Shopperó among the top ten òSmall But Beautifuló companies based on its social and envi-

ronmental responsibility.   In short, these companies are òleading the way in building a better world.ó  

And you can help!  Come to the sale in the John and Carolyn Martin Hall November 17 th  and 18th .  Better yet, call Beth 

McPherson or Kathe Crossley and volunteer to help with the sale.   Weõll also have volunteer sign-up sheets at the Peace-

making Table two weeks before the sale.   Meanwhile, check out the items weõve already received to whet our appetite.   

Happy shopping!  

 

 

Getting the Word Out  

Our new office assistant, Steven Wagner, is working with John to publish The White Spire.  If you have something 

to go into The White Spire for December that includes news for early January, send it electronically to Steven at 

bemaseat@hotmail.com and to John at johnashuck@embarqmail.com  by the 15 th . 

Also, if you have announcements for the bulletin or for my weekly e -news send them to both Steven and John at 

the above e-mail addresses by five p.m. Tuesday .   We want to make sure that we get your news out to the folks, 

and sending announcements to both of us via e -mail is the best way to make that happen.  

Announcements and News  

mailto:bemaseat@hotmail.com
mailto:johnashuck@embarqmail.com



