An Email From Joel Carillet
Sent: 12/12/2006
Subject: A final update from Israel/Palestine
Dear Friends,

| am sceduled to leave Tel Aviv late Tuesday night (the 19th), arriving in
Tennessee Wednesday morning. This short update will be my final one.

For the past two weeks | have been in Jenin, Nablus, Ramallah, Jericho,
Bethlehem, and Jerusalem. Some highlights: interviewing the governer of
Jericho (a nominal Lutheran who served as the PLO rep to Beijing in the late
1970s); photographing high school students from the Ramallah Friends
School as they painted on the Wall; and conversing in a civil manner for an
hour with the young commander of the Beit Iba Checkpoint outside Nablus,
one of the most notorious in the West Bank. The officer and | exchanged
email addresses, and he asked to read a couple of my stories.

My schedule is pretty full from now till departure, and | anticipate having
accomplished 80% of what | wanted to do by the time | leave (which is a
percentage I'm happy with). On Sunday evening, if all goes well, | will join
hundreds -- or thousands? -- of others at Mar Saba monastery to celebrate
Saint Mar Saba Day. It's the biggest day of the year at the monastery, which
is probably the most important monastery (at least historically speaking) in
Israel/Palestine. The chanting/prayers go from dusk till dawn, then Monday
morning | will return to Jerusalem.

| appreciate your prayers for my departure on the 19th. Airport horror stories
abound -- broken computer, erased hard drives, missed flights,
interrogation, insults, strip searches -- and anyone who has spent time in the
West Bank gets a bit nervous before stepping into the terminal. What will
happen to you (and your stuff) between entering the terminal and boarding
the plane is completely unpredictable.

Peace to you all,

Joel

PS - the attached pictures are:

1. Ayah, a friend since 2003 who lives in Jenin




2. A man who leads the weekly protest against the wall, which has taken
most of the villages land. His son was shot by the IDF with a dumdum bullet
three years ago and now attends the protests in his wheelchair.

3. A Palestinian student at the wall near Ramallah, wearing a Santa hat

4. An Orthodox family I met Sunday at the Church of the Nativity in
Bethlehem

5. A border policeman keeping "foreigners" away from a Palestinian home

being demolished in East Jerusalem. THIS day makes for an interesting

story -- the racism of Israel's home demoilition policy is truly mind boggling --
but I'll save it for another time.







